
Canadian Points of View Reference Centre 
 
 
This database provides students and researchers with a series of essays that present multiple sides of a 
current issue. Broad categories covered include aboriginal people, animal welfare, bioethics, global issues, 
human rights, media, religion, technology and more.  Each category includes coverage of a number of more 
specific topics.  Topical coverage includes an overview (objective background/description), point (argument), 
counterpoint (opposing argument), and a corresponding Critical Thinking Guide.  
 

The resources in the 
database are 
designed to provide 
additional 
information about a 
debate topic; 
allowing researchers 
to build their 
arguments using the 
most current 
material available 
and back it up with 
information gleaned 
from high-quality 
resources. Content 
includes the 400 
main essays (four 
per topic), as well as 
leading political 
magazines, 

newspapers, radio & TV news transcripts, primary source documents, and reference books. The goal is to 
provide the basis from which researchers can realize and develop persuasive arguments and essays, better 
understand controversial issues and develop analytical thinking skills.  Articles are available in audio format as 
well as print.  
 
 

 
 



 
 

Try these questions on your own: 
 

1. Select any Category and Topic that is of interest to you.  In addition to Points of View and Canadian 
Magazines, what other information sources are available? Please list five. 
 

2. Writing research papers can be challenging for many students.  The Canadian Points of View 
Reference Centre provides a number of Research Guides (see upper-right side of homepage) to 
provide assistance.  Select See all research guides.  Please list five of the research guides available. 
  

3. Category: Bioethics. Topic: Genetically modified food 
Go to 3. Counterpoint: Genetically Modified Foods Carry Numerous Risks by Melanie Lambrick.  
What is the Thesis provided in this article? 

 
4. Category: War & Terrorism. Topic: Blood diamonds 

Go to the Canadian Newspapers tab. What is the title and date of publication for the first article listed? 
 

5. Category: Economy  Topic: Box stores 
Go to 1. Box Stores: An Overview.  What are the Subject Terms listed for the article? 

 
6. Category: School & Education   Topic: Year-round Schooling 

Go to 4. Year-Round Schooling: Guide to Critical Analysis.  What are the Related Items listed on 
the right side of the screen? 


