
Happy 150th, Canada!
We are celebrating Canada’s 150th all year long with activities, 
contests, and programs. To help you get in the spirit of 
celebrating locally, we are excited to share our list of  
“150 Things to Do in Waterloo.” Pick up a copy of the list next 
time you visit WPL or view it online at wpl.ca. With fun things 
for everyone – families, seniors, students, kids – to do, you will 
be celebrating all year too! Share your pics with us on social 
media. We’d love to see them!
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Without further ado, here’s the top 20 
(and they make a great 150th reading 
list too!)
1. A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry
2. The Best Laid Plans by Terry Fallis
3. Bitten by Kelley Armstrong
4. The Book of Negroes by Lawrence Hill
5. Crow Lake by Mary Lawson 
6. Fall on Your Knees by Ann-Marie MacDonald
7. The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
8. Life of Pi by Yann Martel
9. Lives of Girls and Women by Alice Munro
10. No Great Mischief by Alistair MacLeod
11. Ragged Company by Richard Wagamese
12. Room by Emma Donoghue
13. Secret Daughter by Shilpi Somaya Gowda
14. Still Life by Louise Penny 
15. The Stone Diaries by Carol Shields
16. Sweetland by Michael Crummey 
17. Sweetness in the Belly by Camilla Gibb
18. The English Patient by Michael Ondaatje
19. The Lost Garden by Helen Humphreys
20. Under Heaven by Guy Gavriel Kay

Waterloo Reads Reboot     
Our popular Waterloo Reads program is celebrating its fifth 
year. Usually this event features 10 local celebrity champions 
duking it out over which of the Evergreen-nominated titles 
will reign supreme. The audience votes, a winner is named,  
and great fun is had by all. This year, though, we are doing 
things a little differently…
We are letting YOU pick the 10 books. 
For Canada’s 150th we are looking for Waterloo’s favourite 
Canadian books of all time. Our staff have chosen the top 20 
contenders and now YOU can vote for your favourite amongst 
them. The top 10 will be pitched, debated, and fought for 
(hard!) at Waterloo Reads on Tuesday, October 17 at 7:00pm. 
Mark your calendars now!
To vote online visit wpl.ca or mark a paper ballot at your 
favourite WPL location before July 31.
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Tech Connect
Team up with a Tech Coach for free, one-on-one 
technology help and training at the WPL location 
of your choice. Our Tech Connect service is by 
appointment only. We’re here to help you with:
•  Getting started with your computer, e-reader  

or tablet
• Creating and using an email account
• Formatting documents
• Using the internet
•  Using Office applications such as Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint, Access etc.
• Downloading free library audiobooks and e-Books
•  Using social media such as Facebook, Twitter, 

YouTube, Instagram
• Creating websites and blogs
• Communicating using Skype
• Managing digital photos
If you would like help with something not listed  
here, just ask us and we will do our best to assist you.
Book your appointment online today at  
www.wpl.ca/services/tech-connect

Convert VHS Tapes to DVD or 
Media Files
Family memories are precious. While you may cherish 
the videos of weddings, reunions and birthdays past 
you may no longer be able to watch these on VHS. 
Fear not! WPL is here to help. 
The next time you visit the Main Library bring along 
your VHS tapes and check out our video conversion 
station. Free and easy to use, this equipment will have 
you upgrading your outdated videos to digital files  
(or DVDs) in no time!

Lynda.com
Interested in learning new skills to advance your career? Project management?  
Digital design and editing? Improved and enhanced skills in the Microsoft Office 
suite of programs? Your library card and Lynda.com have you covered. Just by 
signing in, WPL members can access thousands of relevant, professional level 
courses with Lynda.com. Work through online modules at your own pace  
and complete the courses that make sense for you. You can even link your  
LinkedIn profile to your Lynda.com account to have your completed courses 
displayed automatically.

Pack the Library in Your Suitcase
Looking for ways to fill lazy afternoons at the 
cottage? Digital magazines, e-books, and e-audio books 
are easy to get and use at WPL. And, with automatic 
returns and no overdue fines there’s no need to rush 
home if you don’t want to. Pack the library in your 
suitcase with Zinio Digital Magazines, DownloadLibrary, 
and DownloadLibrary Kids.  
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WPL Book Club     
WPL Book Clubs are open to everyone and 
participants may join at any time. Our clubs meet 
at the Main Library. For meeting dates, book lists, 
and more, visit the WPL Book Club blog at wpl.ca or 
contact Christine at cbrown@wpl.ca or 519-886-1310 
Ext. 146.

Monday Evening Book Group at 7:00pm 
Main Library – Auditorium
July 10: Fragile by Lisa Unger 
August 14: Emancipation Day by Wayne Grady  
(2017 One Book One Community title!)  
September 11: Between the World and Me by  
Ta-Nehisi Coates
 

Thursday Afternoon Book Group at 1:30pm 
Main Library – Boardroom
July 20: Poles Apart by Terry Fallis
August 17: Emancipation Day by Wayne Grady  
(2017 One Book One Community title!)
September 21: History’s People: Personalities and the 
Past by Margaret MacMillan

Benjue Meditation Workshops
Thursdays, July 6 to 27     
6:30pm to 8:00pm 
Registration opens on June 29  
Join us for a workshop on Benjue Meditation, a  
non-sectarian, systematic mindfulness meditation 
method featuring Southeast Asian Chinese Zen 
traditions. Benjue meditation uses body movements 
to generate self awareness. Benefits include stress 
reduction, mental health, and meeting spiritual needs. 
It is suggested that participants bring notebooks and 
pens to the class.
Di Tang is an artist and meditation teacher who has 
taught in China and Canada. He has been practicing a 
variety of approaches to Buddhist meditation for over  
25 years, including Zen and Theravada Vipassana 
traditions. For more information about the instructor, 
visit his web page at www.benjuemeditation.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Refugee Day Book Discussion:  
The Illegal by Lawrence Hill
Wednesday, June 21   
7:00pm 
John M. Harper Branch
Join us as we discuss the Amnesty International Book 
Club Choice, The Illegal by Lawrence Hill, as we honour 
and celebrate refugees on World Refugee Day. We will 
discuss some of the main issues brought up in Hill’s 
book and tie those discussions back to issues facing 
immigrants and refugees in today’s landscape.  
All are welcome.

Main Library 35 Albert Street, Waterloo  519-886-1310 Ext. 129
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While stationed in St. John’s Newfoundland during World War II, Jack Lewis 
meets the well-off and romantic Vivian Fanshawe. Vivian is a local girl who 
has never ventured off the island but is desperate to see the world. They marry 
despite the objections of Vivian’s family. As the war draws to a close, the couple 
travels to Windsor, Ontario to meet Jack’s family. However, all is not as it seems 
and soon everything that Vivian thought she knew about her husband is called 
into question.  Life for Vivian and Jack will never be the same.

Emancipation Day Book Club Meetings
Monday, August 14 at 7:00pm 
Thursday, August 17 at 1:30pm  
Main Library
Join us for a lively discussion of this year’s OBOC selection – Emancipation Day 
by Wayne Grady.

OBOC Jazz Night featuring Paul Mitchell and Larry Smith
Wednesday, August 16 
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Main Library
Enjoy a little jazz from musicians Paul Mitchell (trumpet) and Larry Smith 
(guitar) while you snack and mingle. Plus, we will have trivia inspired by this 
year’s OBOC selection, Emancipation Day by Wayne Grady. The winner will 
receive a copy of the book and bragging rights.
To learn more about jazz musicians Paul Mitchell and Larry Smith, refer to  
page 7 in this guide.

Author Events
Save the date! Hear author Wayne Grady read from and talk about his book – 
Emancipation Day.
Kitchener: Tuesday, September 26  
Waterloo: Wednesday, September 27  
Cambridge: Thursday, September 28 
Locations and times will be announced in early September. To learn more  
about One Book, One Community, follow OBOC on Twitter @oboc_kw,  
Facebook @OneBookOneCommunityWaterlooRegion or visit www.oboc.ca

Literary Trivia Pub Night
TBD 
Do you like books and literary facts? If so, you will want to join us for an evening 
of literary trivia. Categories will include Authors, Books Made into Movies, 
Genre Fiction, Former OBOC selections, Quotations, Canadian Authors, Literary 
Detectives and Sleuths, Award Winners, and more. More details coming soon!

Discover and Record  
Your Family History
Wednesday, June 14   
7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Main Library
Research is all about 
detective work. Learn what 
records might exist for your 
family, how to locate them, 
and how to glean relevant 
information in your quest 
to tell your family’s story. 
Our discussion will focus on 
the Ancestry Library Edition 
database as well as other 
sources.

From Then to Now  
with James Walker
Wednesday, July 12   
7:00pm to 8:30pm 
Main Library
African peoples have lived in 
Canada since the beginnings 
of transatlantic settlement. 
Although their migration, 
settlement, and life in 
Canada has been saturated 
with prejudice and brutality 
their legacy is one of courage 
and strength. Come out 
to hear James talk about 
this fascinating chapter in 
Canada’s history.
James Walker is a Professor 
of History at the University 
of Waterloo focusing on 
African-Canadian history, 
immigration, race relations 
in Canada, and Canadian and 
international human rights.  
He is a member of the Order 
of Canada, a Fellow of the 
Royal Society of Canada, and 
has been honoured by the 
Ontario Black History Society 
as a pioneer in researching 
and teaching African-
Canadian history.

And the 2017 One Book One Community 
(OBOC) selection is… Emancipation Day 
by Wayne Grady
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Enjoy your summer evenings outside at the library. Bring your friends and  
a blanket to enjoy a new cultural experience each week. Refreshments will  
be provided.

Live Theatre and Improv Night
Wednesday, July 19   
Two sessions: 
6:00pm to 7:00pm 
7:00pm to 8:00pm  
Main Library
Have you ever wanted to be an actor or try your 
hand at improvisation? Green Light Arts will walk 
attendees through interactive activities and games 
to foster those inner actors. Feeling shy and don’t 
want to perform? No worries! Great theatre always 
needs an audience.

Founded in 2014, Green  
Light Arts is a theatre 
company based in and 
serving Waterloo Region 
with live theatrical 
productions, arts education 
programming, and 
community building events. 
Wrestling with the ideas, 

themes, and challenges of contemporary society, 
Green Light Arts is a company of community 
builders, art creators, and cultural leaders using the 
performing arts as a tool for positive social change. 
www.greenlight-arts.com

Ukulele Jam Session
Wednesday, July 26   
Two sessions: 
6:00pm to 6:45pm 
7:00pm to 7:45pm 
Main Library 
Join us for a fun evening of music! Led by musician 
JoJo Worthington, we will jam out with our ukuleles. 
All experience levels are welcome, including those 
who have never played! Don’t own a ukulele? No 
worries, we will have some on hand to borrow.* 
*Ukulele borrowing will be first-come, first-served 
with a library card starting at 5:45pm and 6:45pm.
JoJo Worthington is a professional musician 
working in the KW area. Her focus is on 
experimental folk music. Check out some of JoJo’s 
music at jojoworthington.bandcamp.com

Street Carnival featuring SB Magic
Wednesday, August 9   
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Main Library 
Games, treats, and live magic! Illusionist Scott Boyd 
will be joining us to perform close-up magic as  
you mingle, eat, drink, and have fun playing some 
adult-sized carnival games!  
Check out more about Scott at  
www.scottboydmagic.com

continued on next page…
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OBOC Jazz Night
Wednesday, August 16    
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Main Library 
Enjoy a little jazz from musicians Paul Mitchell 
(trumpet) and Larry Smith (guitar) while you snack 
and mingle. Plus, we will have trivia inspired by this 
year’s OBOC selection, Emancipation Day by Wayne 
Grady. The winner will receive a copy of the book 
and bragging rights.
Paul Mitchell – As well as being an accomplished 
jazz trumpet player (featured regularly at the  
“The Jazz Room”), Paul plays with many of the top 
R&B/wedding bands in Toronto. Paul has made 
his living as a professional musician for the past 
25 years and is a well-established musician in the 
Canadian music scene. He recently performed in 
London with the legendary Frankie Valli.
Larry Smith – Now living in London Ontario, Larry 
has been a professional guitarist since 1973. Giving 
guitar performances all over North America, Europe, 
and Asia with pop groups, folk groups, blues bands, 
and jazz combos has demanded he learn many 
different types of music and styles. Larry has also 
accompanied symphony orchestras in London, 
Toronto, Quebec City, and Edmonton.

Harry Potter Celebration with Live Music  
& Trivia
Wednesday, August 30      
Rain date is Wednesday, September 6 
6:00pm to 8:00pm 
Main Library 
Adults love Harry Potter too! Join us as we celebrate 
20 years of Potter. We will have live music from the 
Harry Potter-themed band, The Lovegoods, plus 
Potter trivia, prizes, snacks, and more! Music and 
mingling will take place starting at 6:00pm and 
then our very own sorting hat will be on hand to 
create trivia teams at 7:00pm. 
The Lovegoods is a three-piece Second Wave  
Wizard Rock band from Kitchener, Ontario. Their 
songs are inspired by the world of Harry Potter 
and the magic that JK Rowling has created. The 
Lovegoods sound is best described as a mix of the 
Yeah Yeah Yeahs and Eisley. Their first EP is set for 
release the summer of 2017. For more info on the 
band visit www.thelovegoods.com
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 Make & Takes    
John M. Harper Branch, Community Room
Registration opens one week prior to each program. Supplies are provided unless otherwise noted.

Natural Soap-Making Workshop
Tuesdays, July 4 and 11 
1:30pm to 3:30pm 
Registration opens June 27 
Learn to make your own handcrafted soap using only 
natural items in this two-week beginner course. In 
this workshop, we will talk about basic theory and the 
needed ingredients and equipment. Due to demand 
for this program, we ask that only participants able to 
attend BOTH weeks register.

DIY Glass Etching
Tuesday, July 18 
1:30pm to 3:30pm 
Registration opens July 11 
Learn how to make a custom etched glass in our easy 
glass-etching workshop.

Jewelry Workshop 
Tuesday, July 25 
1:30pm to 3:30pm  
Registration opens July 18 
Make the cool resin jewelry, stamped pendants, and 
bracelets you’ve been admiring in boutiques and  
jewelry stores.

Seed Harvesting & Seed Share Workshop
Tuesday, August 15 
2:00pm to 4:00pm  
Registration opens August 8
Discover the secret to saving seeds so you never have to 
purchase them again! Bring along your own seeds and 
participate in our seed swap.

John M. Harper Branch 500 Fischer-Hallman Road North, Waterloo  519-886-1310 Ext. 310 

Library Settlement Program (LSP)
We are proud to work with the KW Multicultural Centre to offer settlement services at each 
of our WPL locations. Settlement workers speak multiple languages and can provide support 
with topics like housing, childcare, and employment. 
To book an appointment, refer to the schedule at wpl.ca/services/new-canadians 
and connect with the settlement worker you would like to meet with.

LSP: Group of Five
Location: John M. Harper Branch, Community Room 
Tuesday, July 25 
6:30pm to 8:30pm

To learn more about upcoming LSP programs presented in partnership with WPL, visit wpl.ca

Be the first to find out when new Meetups are happening at WPL. Simply  
visit www.meetup.com/Waterloo-Public-Library-Adult-Programs, register a 
Meetup account, and join our group. You’ll receive emailed alerts about what  
is happening next for adults at the library. 
We welcome people of all ages who are interested in trying new things,  
meeting new people, and learning new skills.
Explore and discover the endless possibilities at your library.
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Photography 101 Workshop
Wednesday, August 23     
6:30pm to 8:00pm 
Pre-register
Join photographer Spencer Miller as he teaches you how 
to take beautiful pictures just like the pros. Learn about 
composition and technique in a short presentation, then 
put your newfound knowledge to the test. We will walk to 
nearby Waterloo Park where Spencer will help you practice 
the art of photography while sharing tips and tricks about 
your camera.
Note: Participants must provide their own digital camera  
for this workshop.

Historic Walking Tour
Saturday, August 12 
Two tours: 
11:30am to 12:15pm 
1:30pm to 2:15pm
Do you know when Waterloo Park celebrated 
its quasquicentennial? No? Then you must 
join us for a free picnic day walking tour! 
Meet Janet Seally, WPL’s Manager of Local 
History, for a 45-minute walking tour. 
Registration is not required. Simply show up 
at the Grist Mill on Caroline Street, next to 
Silver Lake, and walk through history with us.
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Saturday, June 10 
1:00pm to 4:00pm   
Main Library, 35 Albert Street

We’ve invited our coolest friends in the community to take 
over the Main Library. Check out over 25 interactive, engaging 
stations for all ages. From robots to sling shots, slime to circuits. 
You don’t want to miss STEAM heat! Visit wpl.ca for details.

Everyone  welcome!

A Picnic in the Park
Saturday, August 12 
Waterloo Park (beside the skate park) 
Father David Bauer Drive  
11:00am to 3:00pm
Bring the whole family to our Picnic in the Park on 
August 12. Bring or buy your lunch and take a seat at 
the City of Waterloo’s newest community art piece – a 
55-ft picnic table made for community gathering! Enjoy 
refreshing lemonade and slices of watermelon on us.
With musical performances, maker space pop-ups, 
skateboard demonstrations, historical walking tours, 
and an afternoon full of vintage picnic games  
(a potato sack race anyone?) this is a family  
friendly event that everyone will love.

Catch up with  
us in the 
Community
KW Multicultural Festival  
in Victoria Park  
June 24 and 25

University of Waterloo’s 
Canada Day at  
Columbia Lake 
July 1

Kidspark at  
Victoria Park 
August 21

LAUREL CREEK


